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America Involvement in World War 2
Part 1-American Home Front Experience
The occurrence of world war two is fascinating to everyone who reads it especially from the American point of view. Just like in the world war one, America did not concern itself with the war when it started because two years down the line after the start of the war, America remained neutral until 1941. There were other reasons why America joined the war in 1941. However, the most immediate cause came after Japanese's soldiers attacked Pearl Harbor and then with the alliance of Italy and Germany declared war on America (Piehler, 2017). This attack was such a blow that the US military power was affected in the Pacific region. America declared war on Japan on the following morning after the attack.
After the outbreak of the war, America decided to maintain neutrality by upholding the policy of isolationist. Learning from the events that had led to entry to World War 1, the Congress had passed many neutrality laws. For example, being the neutrality law of 1935 in which America decides not to intervene as Italy prepared to attack Ethiopia. Even though America upheld neutrality, President Roosevelt was busy preparing American troops because of what he regarded as the inevitable conflict. Secondly, he could trade arms with countries whose defense seemed strong and even offered its navy and air force to guard the convoys to the British (Sell, 2012).
The second reason why the US joined the war was because of Japan taking control of China and continued empire building. Japan was attacking areas with minerals and raw materials, for example, the southern region of Manchuria. By doing this, Japan was acquiring areas with mines so as to maintain its supplies that would obviously be affected by its operations. The United States then intervened Japanese aggression and warned Japan to spot further aggression or else America would cut off the supply of metal to Japan as Japan depended solely on America for metals (Ramsay, 2015). In response, Japan isolated itself from the League of Nations and further went to sign the Tripartite Pact with Germany. America responded by aiding China and Britain with arms which made Germany and Italy declare war on America.
The policy of isolation was agreed by some while others did not. Many Americans who wanted to support the allied forces changed their identity to Canadians so that they could participate in the war. This practice made France plan to employ such soldiers to fight in the plane fights but this plan did not succeed because she fell before soldiers arrived.
Thirdly, there was an ongoing war on the sea with Germany submarines that made the Germany resume the unrestricted submarine warfare where it would sink ships. This occurred mostly because America was taking advantage of the policy of isolation by supplying arms to the allied families which angered Germany. This intensified the tension between Germany and the United States which had lasted ever since World War 1. As a result, Hitler considered America as a weak nation that would constantly meddle in other people’s affair. Germany would sink American and Britain fleets that carried ammunition and supplies and this angered US.
The Germany economy was crawling as the country experienced high rates of inflation and unemployment. The United States once tried to intervene and help in 1929 but in the same year, America was caught up in the Great Depression thus abandoning its Young Plan. During the great depression, the American economy greatly suffered and intern created massive destruction of different economies in the world (Siskind, 2015). These were when Adolf Hitler was able to take over the government of Germany. His first strategy was rebuilding the armies and broke the Treaty of Versailles by rebuilding prohibited weapons.
Parts 2 - Discussion on Specific American Military Campaigns
North African campaign
Northern Africa campaigns took place in North African countries like Libya and Egypt starting and ending in 1940 and 1943 respectively. The three main fights resulted from the campaign were western desert campaign also was known as the desert war which was fought in Egyptian and Lybian deserts, the operation torch which was fought in Algeria and Morocco and the Tunisian campaign took place in Tunisia (Carew, 2015). These wars were mostly between the Allies who had or wanted spheres of control in Africa and the Axis powers.
This war began after Italy declaration of war where the British troops from Egypt crossed over to Lybia and took control of the Italian fort which was known as Capuzzo. On the other hand, Italian forces responded by crossing over to Egypt and taking control of Sidi Barrani. This was followed by series of attack from both sides trying to capture more and more spheres of influence and the battle were at climax at the Second Battle of El Alamein in October 1942 (Ramsay, 2015).
Western Desert Campaign
	The main operations in this war were operation compass, operation brevity, operation battleaxe and intelligence operations. This was a battle of France which started on 10th May, 1940. The war was between Italy which had aligned itself with Germany through Nazi versus France and the United Kingdom. Series of invasions followed the outbreak of war. Italy was defeated on June 25th and had to retaliate from attacking to concentrate on the Tenth Army. On the other hand, British concentrated on the Operation compass where it would plan a five-day limit attack on the fortified Italian camps one by one (Gilbler, 2017). Afterward, the allies adopted another operation in which they would counterattack the Axis forces at the key points in small scale attacks. This helped them to pass key places such as the borders.
Operation Torch
This was a three-day operation where the Allied forces landed on then Vichy-held French North Africa- French protectorate with the assumption that the area would be under less guard as the soldiers were concentrated in other areas. The French forces offered such a strong resistance but the Allies managed to capture Algiers. However, in the Naval Battle of Casablanca fought by both the French and Germany in the sea oversaw the end of American victory (Siskind, 2015).
Tunisian Campaign
This operation started in late 1942 after the operation Torch. During these operations, Italian forces gathered many troops in Tunisia to occupy the slots that had been left after the withdrawal of Vichy troops. This was a period of weakness as the Allied forces which had advanced in Tunisia to attack and attacked the Vichy. Nevertheless, the Allied forces were weak and thus it took them long enough before advancing Tunisia since Italian forces were already shipped from overseas and the Allies were pushed backward almost 30 miles (Gilbler, 2017). The battle of North Africa ended with the Allie victory in occupying Italian Libya, surrender of all Axis forces in North Africa and eventually the Allied invasion of Sicily.
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